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If we wish to grasp why ordinary people acted, thought and felt the way they did in going about their daily lives, we need 
to recapture their lives' guiding parameters and motivating impulses. We need to develop, in other words, a keen sense of 
what shaped their behavioural orientations towards their surroundings, and framed how they actually met the world. The 
prevailing folk ontologies necessarily lie at the core of this agenda. Drawing largely on my research into mobile, literate, 
cosmopolitan, but inconspicuous, inhabitants of Islamicate Eurasia in the early eighteenth century, my talk will sketch out 
an approach for recovering such ontologies in specific premodern contexts. 
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